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G Growth Strategies

Times come when shifts need to occur in our thinking about life and
ministry. As stated in 1 Chronicles 12:32, th
t

Highlights: times and knew what | srael should do.o The [
must constantly be examined and applied to our day. Since it has been 40 years
. o o . ¢ Growth Strategies since | first felt a call to ministry, | used the 40 days leading to Easter, the
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Lenten season, to engage in a time of reviewing those years and renewing my
life and ministry. What follows are some thoughts that came from this exercise.

The Newsletter of the Arizona Association of the

Church of God . o
First, | need to make sure | keep growing spiritually. Two key passages

Inside this issue: of scripture continue to form the foundation for my continuing personal
' growth . Thefirstisin John 15:1 -5, where Jesus declares that He is the vine
and we are the branches. The growth process is pruning . In order for a

News and Notes branch to keep growing, the gardener will cut off 90 to 95% of it, so as it grows
- out it bears healthy fruit. In order for my life to be more fruitful, | need to stay
Events in View attached to Christ, the vine, and allow him to continually and drastically cut off

. and cut out what limits better fruit from growing in my life. Usually, the pruning
Operating Budget involves character issues.

Personal Growth

. - Arizona Association of the Church of God
Arizona Association of the

Church of God Vision Statement: Gangs To Jobs The second is Jeremiah 18:1 -6, the great passage on the potter and

. . . . . . the clay. We are clay in the gnowtsptoeess paostt er ds
“A Ministry of Partnering K Lo :
Churches” The Association exists to be a powerful witness for Christ in shaping . The potter forms and reforms the clay until it is precisely what the

Arizona by serving and equipping leaders, congregations, and
ministries of the Church of God to fulfill the commission of
mafking disciples of Jesus Christ.

potter has in mind. The clay must remain pliable, so that the forming and

reforming can occur until it is perfected. Whether you are new in faith or have

been a believer for many years, it is through pruning and shaping that you will
keep growing. In short, personal growth is a continual process of depending

totally on Christ and developing faith.
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Church Growth

Growth strategies for the church abound in the marketplace. My
conviction is that every pastor and church leader must work through growth
strategies  for the church God has called you to serve. Strategy shifts will start
with your own spiritual growth. Growth strategies for the church have an end in
mind -it hat we will be mature in the Lord, measu
compl ete standard of Chri st.Wehayetheeheliedtans 4: 13
make disciples 1 fully mature followers of Christ. Every church growth strategy
begins with a question. What is our strategy for leading a person from a decision
for Christ to maturity in Christ? How are we intentional about doing it?

The growing process is ongoing. He restores and rejuvenates us
continually. We are not called to maintain a ministry but to make disciples.
May the Lord give us more chances to accomplish this high calling and great
purpose.
- Craig Frank, State Minister




Dr. David Ferguson
teaches at G6 retreat.

Pastor Don Doe

ews and Notes from Around the State

The Association has a new mailing address. ltis:

Arizona Association of the Church of God
PO Box 1388
Chandler, AZ 85244

Please send all correspondence and contributions to the new mailing address.

Barb Leclerc serves the Association as the Administrative Assistant to Dr. Frank. The As-
sociation uses an office at Mountain Park Community Church in Phoenix on Tuesdays.

Barb works with Dr. Frank in putting together all state communications - the CONTACT
newsletter, monthly state emails, all correspondence, and publicity materials. Barb now

also serves as the Association Financial Secretary.

Galatians 6:6 Couples Retreat

Sixteen ministry couples attended a Galatians 6:6 Marriage Retreat at the Scottsdale
Resort and Conference Center on Feb. 15 -16. Dr. David and Teresa Ferguson of Inti-
mate Life Ministries have conducted these retreats for over 20 years, touching over

11,000 couples who serve in ministry. They led sessions for two days on strengthening
your marriage as you serve in ministry.

Pastor Mike and Darlene Simpson, from First Church in Tucson, shared the following

about t he Iwasaveoaderful ofportunity to focus on each other and a great

time of drawing together since our lives are so hectic and often what is neglected is time

together as a couple. The Fergusonbds did a great
each other and the key issues that affect all relationships, and how to express our love

to each other more effectively . 0

The Arizona Gathering

i Or gani c Grhe thamk for the summer Gathering of the Church of God in the
state at North Hills Church in Phoenix, Aug. 6 -7. 2 Corinthians 8:7 lists ways that the
church is called to fiexcel o in order to grow org

The keynote speaker is Pastor Don Doe of Vancouver, Washington. Don served in Ari-
zona for 20 years as lead pastor at North Hills Church in Phoenix and McDowell Moun-
tain Community Church in Scottsdale before leaving to pastor the First Church of God in

| Vancouver two years ago.

Highlights of the weekend:

Keynote service on Friday, August 6 at 7 pm, with Don Doe speaking and worship led by
Gerald Fercho, Worship Pastor at North Hills Church.

Saturday, August 7 iThe Organic Caf ®

9:00 am Continental Breakfast
9:30 am Don Doe will lead a plenary session on ways we flesh out organic growth
in the church.
10:00 am Don Doe will lead a conference for pastors.
AfTable | eaderso will |l ead discussion the
11:15 am Entire group comes together for summary and prayer.
12 Noon Lunch together in the gymnasium.
1:30 pm Ministerial Assembly Meeting
1:30 pm The Gathering Mission Project i Stocking backpacks with school
supplies will be done together and provided to local schools in the
North Hills area. Supplies needed will be identified in the publicity
for The Gathering.
6 pm Arizona Night Service T Six pastors from the state will speak on the

theme in a Aitag teamdO message.

A more detailed outline of The Gathering will be mailed to our churches this spring.
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Christian Women Connection
(formerly WCG) Spring Convention

State Ministry Contributions

Crosspoint, Tempe 790.00

Saturday, May 15, 9:00 am T 2:30 pm at East University East University, Mesa 1,100.00
Church of God, Mesa First Church, Tucson 1,512.00
Theme: ALending a Hando McDowell Mountain, Scottsdale 1,800.00
. ~ ountain Park, Phoenix 4,000.00

Summer Chi/l dr enéds @f #Phoenix 5,831.00
the th . Nueva Esperanza, Maricopa 215.00
477 6" Grade at UCYC, in Prescott on June 20-25, Nueva Vida, Glendale 3.491.00
2010. Nuevo Amanecer, Tempe 1,282.00
; ; Valley Community, Phoenix 1,829.00
Af 1zona Gafth lng West Side, Glendale 8,965.00
August 6-7, 2010 at North Hills Church of God, in Mountain Valley, Prescott 984.00
Phoenix. Don Doe, Pastor of First Church of God, ONE Community, San Tan Heights 535.00
Vancouver, WA is speaking and leading conferences. Acacia Hills, Tucson 2,186.00
Highlights of the weekend are in this newsletter. More Stetson Hills, Phoenix 1,250.00
) AZ Ministerial Assembly 2,889.00

information will be coming shortly to our churches. Individuals 750.00

M/h/:Sf (514 /a/ /455 emb/J/ M. eel‘//?g Total Contributions (Oct-Mar) $38,990.00

Saturday, August 7, 1:30 pm at North Hills Church in
Phoenix. Lunch will be served for all at noon as part of

The Gathering. Highlights:
. e Six months (Oct-Mar) budget contributions: $38,890.
AACOG Fall /l//eel‘/ng Budgeted needs: $53,715.
Saturday, October 2, 9 am at East University Church of Actual expenses: $39,433
God, Mesa e 15 of 28 congregations contributed

1 7 e Thank fi rt!
Klagetoh Mission Workcamps ank you for your suppo

July 3-5 and October 8-10, 2010

From Gangs to Jobs

Natividad Mendoza is a licensed Church of God pastor who is
Executive Director of a very unique ministry, From Gangs to
Jobs. FGTJ is an inner city ministry whose mission is to
provide opportunities for disenfranchised young men to find
a hope and a future. This is accomplished through caring
relationships, skill building, and job placement. FGTJ targets
young men (ages 16 -24) who are at risk and/or active gang members, some who have been incarcerated
or on parole. The motto is that if we believe in a youth, hope in them, walk with them, then they will

have a greater chance for success. The ministry is housed in a facility in south Phoenix. It is in need of a
bathroom to make it fully operational. Needed are

materials, skills, volunteering for a mentoring relationship, job connections, teaching, and ministry

funding. Natividad may be contacted at natividad @fromgangs2jobs.com . The website is
fromgangs2jobs.com . The above photo shows graduates from the program and several board members

at the graduation ceremony at Bridge Community Church in Laveen in early spring.

National Day of Prayer - Thursday, May 6th is the National Day of Prayer. The theme is Prayer! For Such A Time As This.
Remember to pray for the needs of our country, for spiritual awakening, healing, help, and guidance.



